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Personnel Categorical Aid (KGRS)

• Check reports
• ASK QUESTIONS
• PLEASE ask me if no one knows why someone is an error or a 

discrepancy
• Full year substitutes and ESY approvals will be done before the 

third payment



Save some time!

• Ask, and I’ll send you my spreadsheet with notes about most 
errors and discrepancies!

• I don’t yet have notes on all the “endorsement not correct for …” errors 
as they will mostly be solved by teachers adding endorsements or 
waivers

• I don’t yet have notes on all para issues because they will mostly be 
solved by correcting the supervisor issues.

• evelyn.alden@ksde.gov
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Reimbursement Deadlines

• Monday, December 1st -Final day to enter/update before the second 
payment. 

• You have all day on the 1st, at midnight the system locks
• The second payment pays on ALL FTE that is claimed.

• February 1st – Final day to enter waivers for FY23
• Apply as soon as possible!

• March 1st – Final day to enter/update before third payment
• The third payment pays only on ELIGIBLE FTE!

Deadlines are in Appendix A of the Reimbursement Guide, in the KIAS calendar, 
and separately here: https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/funding/CatAid/CatAid-Deadlines.pdf

https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/funding/CatAid/CatAid-Deadlines.pdf
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/funding/CatAid/CatAid-Deadlines.pdf
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Other Reminders

• KSDE license applications. 
• “In process” applications need to be watched closely.  The status date 

is the last time the file had activity. 90 days and the application can be 
deleted. KSDE licensed staff can apply for renewal 6 months prior to 
expiration.

• I can help a bit with “what’s going on” but only teacher licensure can 
give definive answers.

• Non-KSDE license renewals are important as well. Most can 
apply at least 45 days prior to expiration. 

IDEA LEA Maintenance of Effort (MOE) and 
Excess Costs
11/07/2025 



Special Education Administrators 
Quarterly Meeting 

IDEA LEA Maintenance of Effort (MOE) and Excess Costs
11/07/2025 



The report is housed in Kansas Grants Reporting System (KGRS) 
https://apps.ksde.org/authentication/login.aspx

November 14 to January 14 - Reporting collection window 
• November 14 – Submission window opens 

• December 15 - Submission deadline for coop/interlocal member districts

• January 14 -  Submission window closes for stand alone, coop/interlocal LEAs

MOE and Excess Cost Reporting

https://apps.ksde.org/authentication/login.aspx


•Maintenance of Effort (MOE)
• KGRS User Guide: Maintenance of Effort and Excess Costs (PDF)

• Excess Cost and MOE Instructions (PDF)

• MOE Explanation (PowerPoint)

• IDEA MOE Tracker (Excel)

• Understanding Maintenance of Effort (PDF)

Resources

https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/funding/MoE-KGRS-LEAu_Guide.pdf
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/funding/MoE-KGRS-LEAu_Guide.pdf
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https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/funding/Maintenance%20of%20Effort.ppt
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/funding/IDEA-MOE_Tracker.xlsx
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Assistant Director 
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Team
(785) 296-2425
dean.zajic@ksde.gov 

Helen Swanson
Public Service Executive 
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Angel Spann, Early Childhood Special Education (619) Coordinator – Angel.Spann@ksde.gov

Amanda Petersen, Director of Early Childhood- Amanda.Petersen@ksde.gov

Beccy Strohm, Administrative Assistant for Early Childhood – Beccy.Strohm@ksde.gov

Early Childhood Special Education 
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Reminders/Updates
November 7, 2025



Indicator 12: Part C to Part B Transition 



Reminder: 
•Window is currently open for Indicator 12 data verification. The 

window closes on November 15th.
• Please reach out to Melissa Valenza melissa.valenza@ksde.gov 

or Angel Spann angel.spann@ksde.gov  for assistance and 
support 

mailto:melissa.valenza@ksde.gov
mailto:angel.spann@ksde.gov


Part C to Part B Electronic Referral System (CBER)

•Make sure your agency is regularly logging into the CBER 
system to review and accept/reject referrals. 
• KSDE is required by the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) to 

maintain a statewide system that tracks children who are 
transitioning from Part C to Part B. 

• The CBER system allows for confirmation of the accuracy of referral 
dates reported by both C and B programs. 

• The transition timeline for a referral begins on the date it is sent by Part 
C unless the referral is rejected by Part B. 
• The only reason a school district can reject a Part C referral is if the child did not live 

in the district of residence at the time of the referral.



Part C to Part B Electronic Referral System (CBER)

Part C to Part B Electronic Referral System site: 
https://ksits.kdhe.ks.gov

• Contact Beccy Strohm (Beccy.Strohm@ksde.gov) to add or remove 
users. 
• Do not share usernames between staff.

• Notify Beccy when users need to be deleted. 

• Email kdhe.ksits@ks.gov and CC Beccy for requests for technical 
assistance. 

• CBER Part B User’s Guide: Visit ksde.org, Special Education and Title 
Services, Special Education, KIAS, SPP and APR, Indicator 12

https://ksits.kdhe.ks.gov/
mailto:Beccy.Strohm@ksde.gov
mailto:kdhe.ksits@ks.gov
https://www.ksde.org/Agency/Division-of-Learning-Services/Special-Education-and-Title-Services/Special_Education/KIAS/SPP-and-APR#ind12
https://www.ksde.org/Agency/Division-of-Learning-Services/Special-Education-and-Title-Services/Special_Education/KIAS/SPP-and-APR#ind12


Transition 
Conferences
Indicator 12



• The representative of Part B who attends the transition conference should be a 
person who is knowledgeable about the Part B preschool special education 
program, evaluation & eligibility processes, and the availability of services. 

• The LEA representative should also be able to provide information about Part B 
program options, as appropriate, to inform parents in their decision making, and be 
able to answer questions from the family as they arise. 

• Part B personnel can be but is not limited to:
• School psychologist

• Early childhood special education teacher

• Related service providers

• Sped director

• Early childhood director

Who is considered LEA representative for 
Part C Transition Conferences?



Indicator 12: Part C to Part B Transition 
Resources:
•OSEP 2023 Early Childhood Transition Questions and Answers
• KSDE TASN Site: Indicator 12
• Indicator 12 FAQ’s

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/idea-files/2023-early-childhood-transition-questions-and-answers/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/idea-files/2023-early-childhood-transition-questions-and-answers/
https://ksdetasn.org/rails/active_storage/blobs/redirect/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaHBBb0ZnIiwiZXhwIjpudWxsLCJwdXIiOiJibG9iX2lkIn19--2aeaeaaf219108060b2764d2e1c629374707e5d5/Kansas%20Early%20Childhood%20Transition%20from%20IDEA%20Part%20C%20to%20Part%20B%20FAQs%20-%20July%202025.pdf?disposition=attachment
https://ksdetasn.org/rails/active_storage/blobs/redirect/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaHBBb0ZnIiwiZXhwIjpudWxsLCJwdXIiOiJibG9iX2lkIn19--2aeaeaaf219108060b2764d2e1c629374707e5d5/Kansas%20Early%20Childhood%20Transition%20from%20IDEA%20Part%20C%20to%20Part%20B%20FAQs%20-%20July%202025.pdf?disposition=attachment


Indicator 6: Preschool Environments
(Updates)



Our state picture
• 2023-2024: 110 districts met state targets for Indicator 6

• Statewide rate for Indicator 6A: 47.42% (higher is better)

• Statewide rate for Indicator 6B: 30.00% (lower is better)

• 2024-2025: 114 districts met state targets for Indicator 6
• Statewide rate for Indicator 6A: 49.74% (higher is better)

• Statewide rate for Indicator 6B: 26.89% (lower is better)

• Thank you for your hard work to improve services for 
preschool students!



• Districts/Agencies can run the Projected Indicator 6 report in 
SPEDPRO to evaluate how special education services are being 
delivered in your preschool programming

• Helpful Tips when Reviewing your Report:
• Making sure the correct setting codes represent where the special education 

or related services are being  delivered
• Making sure the classroom codes are accurate: 

• B setting code represents the general education classroom 

• R setting code represents a SPED only classroom setting

• Is there a service primarily being provided by pull out or the G-setting that 
could be altered?

Projected Indicator 6 Report



Please feel free to reach out to Angel Spann 
angel.spann@ksde.gov if you have questions/concerns about 
interpreting your indicator 6 report

Projected Indicator 6 Report

mailto:angel.spann@ksde.gov


Indicator 7: Early Childhood Outcomes



Please make sure to:
•Conduct regular checks and update the OWS system as 

students enter and exit the district
•Complete COS forms for students qualifying for special 

education services, including students that qualify for speech 
only

Outcomes Part B Web System (OWS)



• If students leave your district but attend another district in 
Kansas, that is an organizational exit

• If students enter your district but previously attended another 
district in Kansas, that is an organizational entry

• Students that withdraw, move out of state or parents revoke 
SPED services needs to be permanently exit

OWS Tips



Early Childhood 
Professional Development 
Opportunity
Kansas DEC 44th Annual Conference

February 26-27, 2026



The Kansas Division of Early Childhood (KDEC) will host its annual 
conference February 26-27, 2026 in Wichita, KS. 
This is a great opportunity for childcare providers, early 
childhood general and special education teachers to attend to 
learn new strategies, gain new ideas, and collaborate with other 
professionals in the field of early childhood. 

• Link to register: Registration Type - The 44th Annual Kansas Division 
for Early Childhood Conference

Upcoming Event

https://web.cvent.com/event/c578d576-8296-449d-9261-9144af836232/regPage:a036b9aa-0f52-4b1f-8665-7a99a2c6edb8
https://web.cvent.com/event/c578d576-8296-449d-9261-9144af836232/regPage:a036b9aa-0f52-4b1f-8665-7a99a2c6edb8
https://web.cvent.com/event/c578d576-8296-449d-9261-9144af836232/regPage:a036b9aa-0f52-4b1f-8665-7a99a2c6edb8
https://web.cvent.com/event/c578d576-8296-449d-9261-9144af836232/regPage:a036b9aa-0f52-4b1f-8665-7a99a2c6edb8


The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies:  KSDE General Counsel, 
Office of General Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.

Contact Information

Angel Spann

Early Childhood Special Education (619) Coordinator

angel.spann@ksde.gov

785-296-8965

mailto:angel.spann@ksde.gov


Kansas State Department of Education | www.ksde.gov
Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.

State Assessments 
Accommodations 
2025-2026 
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PNP Planning Tool

https://ksassessments.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/KAP_PNP_Planning_Tool.pdf
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Ordering Braille Booklets
• Request braille booklets through the Personal Needs Profile (PNP) in Educator 

Portal.

• Booklets will be ordered for students who have "Braille" selected on the 
"Language & Braille" tab of their PNP.

• If any changes are made to your orders after these dates or if you have 
questions, please contact KAPaccommodations@ku.edu 

Assessment PNP Must Be Selected in Educator Portal by:

Fall and Spring Interim September 19

Summative November 21

mailto:KAPaccommodations@ku.edu
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TTS Universal Features
• Universal feature – available for all students  

• Synthetic voice is available to read directions on all 
assessments.

• Synthetic voice is available to read assessment 
content on KAP math and science assessments.
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Text to Speech Options
Questions & Responses (ELA) Passages & Graphics – [Requires KSDE approval]

• For students in Grades 6-8 and 10.

• Students must have an IEP, 504 plan, or ILP 
(for English learners) that states they must 
have questions and responses read aloud.

• Synthetic voice reads questions and responses 
only, NOT PASSAGES.

• This is for ELA only.
• Math and Science automatically include TTS on 

all test content.

• For students with and IEP or 504 plan in all 
grades and subjects 

• Synthetic voice reads detailed descriptions of 
visual elements

• Synthetic voice reads ELA passages

• Must be approved by KSDE
• Application due by January 31.

oTTS Passages and Graphics FAQ

https://www.ksde.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=vh4gMU4wpOY%3d&tabid=407&portalid=0&mid=4227
https://www.ksde.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=vh4gMU4wpOY%3d&tabid=407&portalid=0&mid=4227
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Text-to-Speech (TTS) Options
Embedded Text-to-

Speech (TTS)
Available to all 

students? Is PNP required?

TTS Directions Yes No

TTS Science Yes No

TTS Math Yes No

TTS ELA Questions and 
Responses (6th-10th IEP, 

504, or EL ILP)
No Yes

TTS Passages and 
Graphics (all grades) No Yes, AND requires KSDE 

approval
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Fact Sheet on TTS

https://www.ksde.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=0n_fgwPVjNo%3d&tabid=407&portalid=0&mid=4227
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TTS for Passages and 
Graphics Application

https://www.ksde.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=fHLxxrML3Pw%3d&tabid=407&portalid=0&mid=4227
https://www.ksde.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=fHLxxrML3Pw%3d&tabid=407&portalid=0&mid=4227
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The student qualifies for an IEP 
or 504 plan and utilizes text to 
speech or a screen reader as 
the primary means for 
accessing grade level text.

 Yes
  No

Does the IEP/504 plan indicate the 
student requires Accessible Educational 
Material (AEM)) or a screen reader in the 
form of Text-to-Speech to access grade 
level text?

 Yes
  No

Considerations for 
Accessible Educational 
Materials (PDF)

Question 1 and 2

https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/pubs/ConsiderationForAccessibleEducationalMaterials.pdf
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/pubs/ConsiderationForAccessibleEducationalMaterials.pdf
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/pubs/ConsiderationForAccessibleEducationalMaterials.pdf
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Question 3 and 4

Does the student’s IEP or 504 plan 
specifically document severe deficits in 
decoding that limits or prevents the 
student from decoding at any level of 
difficulty even after receiving evidence-
based instruction in reading for multiple 
years?

 Yes
 No

Please mark all that apply to the reading 
accommodations listed on the student’s 
IEP/504 plan.
What
o Text-to-speech/screen reader
o Human reader

When?
o State assessments
o Classroom assessments
o Classroom assignments
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Documentation Accommodations in the IEP
• Example 1: Consistent with the accommodations that Sean is using in the 

classroom, he will receive the following accommodations on statewide 
assessments: Simultaneous visual and auditory access to text through the 
independent use of text-to-speech for all allowable parts of the assessment.

• Example 2:  The district will apply for approval of TTS for passages and graphics 
on the state assessment. If approved the student would receive TTS for 
passages and graphics, if it is not approved, the student would receive 
questions and responses for ELA through TTS when allowed (grades 6-8 
and10).

• Examples of Frequency, Location, and Duration for Accommodations & Modifications (PDF)

• Assuring the Documentation of Frequency, Location, and Duration of Accommodations on the IEP (PDF)

• Documenting Frequency, Location, and Duration of Accommodations and Modifications on the IEP 
during the school year (PDF)

https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/KIAS/FrequencyLocationDuration-ExamplesForAccommodModification.pdf
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/KIAS/FrequencyLocationDuration-ExamplesForAccommodModification.pdf
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/KIAS/FrequencyLocationDuration-AssuringDocumentation.pdf
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/KIAS/FrequencyLocationDuration-AssuringDocumentation.pdf
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/KIAS/FrequencyLocationDuration-Documenting.pdf
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/KIAS/FrequencyLocationDuration-Documenting.pdf
https://www.ksde.gov/Portals/0/SES/KIAS/FrequencyLocationDuration-Documenting.pdf
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Question 5
What is the student’s Lexile level (use the 
tool the district is using for benchmark 
testing) without Text-to-Speech (TTS) or 
audio accommodations?

 Lexile level
 Tool used
 Date administered

• Lexile level must be from current school 
year.

• Must provide Lexile not grade level.

• The Lexile level will help support severe 
deficits in decoding skills.

• A Lexile of 500 or above will not be 
approved.

• If a Lexile can’t be determined without 
TTS due to visual impairment/blindness, 
please indicate that on the form.
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Question 6
What are the student’s results from the 
Protocol for Accommodations in Reading 
(PAR or uPAR)?

• Start at the student’s grade level and 
administer the Text Reader with the PAR 
passage.

• Record the percentage the student 
received on the comprehension 
questions after listening to the PAR text 
with a text reader. 

• If the student’s score was below 50%, 
move down grade levels until the student 
is able to perform at 50% or above.

• Student’s not achieving a 50% at any 
grade level will not be approved. 

• We have to see that the student is 
benefiting from the accommodation 
when comparing to the Lexile level.
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Protocol for Accommodations in Reading 
(PAR)

• The Protocol for Accommodations in 
Reading (PAR) is a formative 
assessment tool that can be used with 
any student struggling with reading.

• The PAR is intended to help educators 
make informed decision about reading 
accommodations.

https://ksdetasn.org/resources/3928
https://ksdetasn.org/resources/3928


Unique Accommodations

• If you have a unique situation and accommodation request for a student, please email 
cary.rogers@ksde.gov or call Cary Rogers at 785-296-0916 to discuss the student's 
specific needs.
o We do have a Unique Accommodations form that we will provide to the DTC after the initial conversation.

mailto:cary.rogers@ksde.gov
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Alternate 
Assessment (DLM) 
Justifications
Justification window open December 1-22, 2025



Kansas State Department of Education | www.ksde.gov Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.

• Alternate Assessment Justifications are completed in the KIAS Authenticated 
Applications

• Notices will go out Dec. 1 to directors and superintendents

Kansas integrated accountability system 
(KIAS)
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Data collection
1. Subjects and DLM Percent

USDOE is calculating 1.01% as being over the 1%, therefore, justifications will be required by districts if 
any subject is 1.01% or higher.



Kansas State Department of Education | www.ksde.gov Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.

Data collection 
• What does our district data show?

• Disability categories taking the DLM
• Percentage of students performing at target or 

advanced on the DLM for the school year (students 
performing a 3 or 4 according to AMOSS data)

• Risk ratio data to determine disproportionality by 
subgroup (A risk ratio greater than 3.0 needs to be 
addressed.)
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Disproportionality Data
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Data collection (continued)

• Please provide a narrative that includes the data 
types and processes that the IEP teams are 
utilizing to qualify students for the Alternate 
Assessment (DLM).

• What are the district’s next steps to ensure that 
annually the appropriate test is administered to 
each student?

• Based on the data for our district, our LEA needs 
additional training. (Yes/No)
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District DLM assurances
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DLM fall test 
window
Test window closes December 20th
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DLM Monitoring
• Dashboard

o First Contact Survey Status: not started, in progress, Ready to Submit,and Completed

o Testing Outside Hours

o Short Duration Testing

• Reports – Data Extracts – Test Administration and 
Monitoring
o DLM Instructionally Embedded Monitoring - Monitor this extract to ensure blueprint requirements 

are met for both ELA and Math

o TIP Access – This extract identifies if the teacher accessed the testlet information page prior to 
administering the testlet. This is required.
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Data Extract – DLM Instructionally 
Embedded Monitoring

State District School ID School Na Grade
Student 
Last Name

Student 
First Name

Student 
State ID Window

ELA Educator 
Last Name

Blueprint 
Require
ment ELA 
% Met

Total 
Number 
of ELA 
Testlets 
Taken

ELA 
Blueprint 
Require
ment 1

ELA 
Blueprint 
Require
ment 2

ELA 
Blueprint 
Require
ment 3

ELA 
Blueprint 
Require
ment 4

Math 
Educator 
Last 
Name

Blueprint 
Require
ment 
Math % 
Met

Total 
Number 
of Math 
Testlets 
Taken

Math 
Blueprint 
Require
ment 1

Math 
Blueprint 
Require
ment 2

Math 
Blueprint 
Require
ment 3

Math 
Blueprint 
Require
ment 4

Science 
Educator 
Last 
Name

Science 
Testlets 
Complet
ed

Kansas 6 Fall Window 50 4 Met Not Met Not Met Met 25 3 Not Met Not Met Not Met Met NA NA
Kansas 8 Fall Window 100 7 Met Met Met Met 100 7 Met Met Met Met 0
Kansas 8 Fall Window 100 7 Met Met Met Met 100 7 Met Met Met Met 0


DLM_Instructionally_Embedded_Mo

		State		District		School ID		School Name		Grade		Student Last Name		Student First Name		Student State ID		Window		ELA Educator Last Name		Blueprint Requirement ELA % Met		Total Number of ELA Testlets Taken		ELA Blueprint Requirement 1		ELA Blueprint Requirement 2		ELA Blueprint Requirement 3		ELA Blueprint Requirement 4		Math Educator Last Name		Blueprint Requirement Math % Met		Total Number of Math Testlets Taken		Math Blueprint Requirement 1		Math Blueprint Requirement 2		Math Blueprint Requirement 3		Math Blueprint Requirement 4		Science Educator Last Name		Science Testlets Completed

		Kansas								6								Fall Window				50		4		Met		Not Met		Not Met		Met				25		3		Not Met		Not Met		Not Met		Met		NA		NA

		Kansas								8								Fall Window				100		7		Met		Met		Met		Met				100		7		Met		Met		Met		Met				0

		Kansas								8								Fall Window				100		7		Met		Met		Met		Met				100		7		Met		Met		Met		Met				0







The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs and activities and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General 
Counsel, Office of General Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.

Contact Information

Cary Rogers
Education Program Consultant
Special Education and Title 
Services Team
(785) 296-0916
cary.rogers@ksde.gov 

mailto:cary.rogers@ksde.gov


 

KASEA Winter Conference
● Student Programs 
● Shirt Design
● Membership Meeting/Social

Connecting with KASEA
● Advocacy and the Legislative Session

Professional Development
● USA-KS AI Conference Dec. 3rd

November  2025 
KSDE SETS 

Director’s Webinar



Next webinar is scheduled December 5th, 2025

Thank you for Joining us today!!!
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