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If viewing this in PDF format, press CTRL-F (PC) or Command (⌘)-F (Macintosh) to search within the document.  

The Kansas Special Education Process Handbook was developed as a guidance document by the Kansas State 
Department of Education. It is not an official statement of policy or procedure. If any portion of this document 
conflicts with law or regulation, the law or regulation takes precedence. The opinions expressed herein do not 
necessarily reflect the position of the United States Department of Education, and no endorsement by the United 
States Department of Education should be inferred.  

The current version of this handbook may be downloaded at https://www.ksde.gov/policy-and-funding/special-
education/special-education-law/process-handbook. This handbook will be updated as needed; for this reason we 
recommend that you not print a paper copy of this handbook.  

The links or copies of selected statutes and regulations in this handbook are for the convenience of the public and 
are meant to be used only as reference. While the Kansas State Department of Education has made every effort 
to accurately reproduce these statutes and regulations, they are not the official statutes and regulations of the 
State or Federal Government. The Kansas Statutes Annotated (K.S.A.), published by the Kansas Office of Revisor of 
Statutes, and the Kansas Administrative Regulations (K.A.R.), published by the Office of the Kansas Secretary of 
State should be consulted for the text of the official statutes and regulations of the State. The U.S. Government 
Publishing Office should be consulted for the text of the official federal statutes and regulations, the United States 
Code (U.S.C.) and the Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.). 

• Kansas Special Education Regulations:  
https://www.ksde.gov/policy-and-funding/special-education/special-education-law/statutes-and-regulations 

• Kansas Special Education Statutes 
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/statute/072_000_0000_chapter/072_034_0000_article/  

• Federal Regulations Implementing the IDEA https://sites.ed.gov/idea/statuteregulations/#regulations (2004) 

Please contact our team if you have questions about information in this handbook: 
Phone: 800-203-9462, or 785-296-5608 
Homepage: https://www.ksde.gov/policy-and-funding/special-education 
Special Education Services 
Kansas State Department of Education, Landon State Office Building, 900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 620, 
Topeka KS 66612 

6/8/2026 All links to KSDE website changed. Updated throughout and document reformatted to match current branding. 
7/31/2026-New Questiona and Answer added to Chapter 11 
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STATE IMPOSED RULES, REGULATIONS, AND POLICIES IN KANSAS NOT REQUIRED BY 
IDEA 2004 OR FEDERAL REGULATIONS 

 The categories of exceptionalities include the category of “gifted.” K.S.A. 72-3404(g) 
 

 Exceptional children attending private schools are entitled to a Free Appropriate Public 
Education through an IEP, upon request. K.S.A. 72-3462 and K.A.R. 91-40-45(c). 

 

 A school district must obtain written parental consent before making a change of 25% or more 
of a special education service or before making a change to a more restrictive or less restrictive 
educational environment for more than 25% of the school day. K.S.A. 72-3430(b)(6). 
 

   
   

 Each IEP must include, beginning at age 14, appropriate measurable postsecondary goals and a 
statement of the transition services needed to assist the student in reaching the postsecondary 
goals. K.S.A. 72-3429(c)(8). 

 

 The state complaint procedures include the right of a parent to appeal the written decision of 
the state complaint investigator. K.A.R. 91-40-51(f)(1). 

 

 A due process hearing officer must be a licensed attorney. K.A.R. 91-40-29(b)(1)(a) 
 

 General education interventions must be implemented prior to referring a child for a special 
education evaluation, unless school personnel can demonstrate such interventions are 
inadequate to address the areas of concern for the child or a parent has consented to an 
evaluation and the school district agrees that an evaluation is appropriate. K.A.R. 91-40-7(c)(1), (2) 
and (3). 

 

 A written evaluation report is required after completion of an evaluation with regard to all 
categories of exceptionality (not just required for learning disabilities). K.A.R. 91-40-10(a). 

 

 Facilities for exceptional children must be comparable to facilities for general education children 
and such facilities must provide an age appropriate environment for the exceptional children. 
K.A.R. 91-40-52(d). 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION PROCESS FLOW CHART 
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