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WHY DO WE DO EARLY CHILDHOOD RATINGS??

Kansans CAN

We hope these ratings will become more meaningful to you — to help you with the
evaluation process, writing better IEP/IFSP goals, and to help improve your programs.
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Early Childhood Outcomes Center, April 2005
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HOW IT STARTED
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We reported on items such as numbers of children served, but not the end results.
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The ECO Center is now under ECTA (Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center)
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ALL IN: ACHIEVING RESULTS
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This is the message we are receiving more and more from Washington
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* Involves:
— Relating with adults
— Relating with other children

* |Includes areas like:

— Expressing emotions and feelings
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— Social interactions and play
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+ Involves:
— Thinking and reasoning
— Remembering
— Problem solving
— Using symbols and language
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| PRI § RN . .

— Object permanence
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— Early literacy and numeracy (3-5)
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Includes science/social studies (physical and social worlds). Older children: early lit and
numeracy..
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- Taking care of basic needs
- Getting from place to place
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— Acting on the world to get what one wants
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Part B and C have been measuring this for years!
Success for EACH student: ALL means ALL
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 What does the child usually do?
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e.g. Outcome #1 is not the “social/emotional” outcome. Children integrate skills across
domains. E.g. an expressive language delay could impact all three outcomes.
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This points back to how your assessments are done (another training!). Need to assess in
the most natural environment possible. Standardized testing may give some useful data,
but also need observations, a CBM, and parent report is essential. Feedback from child
care, etc. Where is the child now? (Head Start, PAT...)
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Ratings process will help you improve your assessments! It will point out what information
you may not be gathering that you need in order to rate the child (and ultimately
determine eligibility). Can be very helpful to go through this process during the evaluation.
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e.g. a nonverbal child for outcome 3 — may do well with motor skills, etc. — but safety could
be an issue if cannot communicate basic needs or information.
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EXAMPLES
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Why is a pincer grasp important? So can feed self... Why do they need to be able to go up
and down stairs while holding onto a rail with or without alternating feet? So they can
safely navigate on the playground, in school, daycare, etc.... Not if a child can sort beads but
rather can the child find a matching shoe while getting dressed in the morning. It’s not just
whether a child can name 3 objects, but can she use words to identify the toys she wishes
to play with.
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What is a FUNCTIONAL outcome?

her individual needs.
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Early Childhood Technical Assistance
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Parents should always be an important part of the evaluation team. They may also be
included in the rating process. See KITS or ECTA websites for information on how to discuss
the ECO ratings with parents.
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Monitoring progress using the CBM (e.g. the AEPS) is encouraged....just makes sense and
would give good info to update IEP goals and make it easier when it’s time to exit. HOW
MANY OF YOU USE YOUR CBM TO MONITOR PROGESS — HOW OFTEN?
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TIMELINES
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HOW DO WE START?
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USER GUIDE
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USER GUIDE
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When we use the tools that Kansas has opted to use — we look at three categories:
Foundational, Immediate Foundational, and Age Expected skills.
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These are not “cut-off” scores. The ECO ratings were not designed to determine eligibility —
but to get a picture of a child’s functional skills across settings and domains.
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