
Writing for Students with Significant Cognitive 
Disabilities



Writing Matters

Writing should happen early & 
should start at the same time as 

sound instruction 
AND phonological awareness 

AND phonics 
AND spelling



Science of Writing

Shared with permission



Predictable Chart 
Writing



• Entry point to introduce writing for meaning with emerging writers
• It is a multi-step approach to structured shared writing
• It has no prerequisites

• Don’t need to show interest in print or the ability to engage in print
• They do need daily access to the ability to engage in writing activities 

that match their strengths, mobility, and accessibility needs
• Modeling and demonstrating the writing process and incorporating 

the use of AAC, pictures, and other implements of writing 
(technology, paper, markers, pencils, alternate pencils

• Intended to support student interests and introduction to writing
Reading & Writing for All

What is Predictable Chart Writing?

https://sites.google.com/view/emergingreaders/predictable-chart-writing


5 –Day a Week Routine
•Day 1: Write the chart
•Day 2: Re-read/work the chart
•Day 3: Work with cut up sentences
•Day 4: Be the sentence
•Day 5: Make the book 

Reading and Writing 4 All

Research: Cunningham 
(2001) and Hall and 
Williams (2001)

https://sites.google.com/view/emergingreaders/predictable-chart-writing


•Title your chart and generate a 
sentence stem
•Brainstorm possible responses
•Each learner fills in the blank with their 
work

Day 1 – Write the Chart



Video Example – Day 1
• https://youtu.be/1hu1EV60bqk?t=171 

https://youtu.be/1hu1EV60bqk?t=171
https://youtu.be/1hu1EV60bqk?t=171


• Re-read the chart (rap, sing, chant, stomp, clap, dance, etc) – emphasize 
words and syllables. Use pointing tools 

• Practice reading with inner voice 
• Focus on a concept of print

• Letter concepts
• Word concepts
• Conventions of reading
• Conventions of writing

Refer to Mary-Louise Bertram at Durham Road School handout

Day 2 – Work with the Chart 



• https://youtu.be/jAu-nYMwwrE?t=167 
Video Example Day 2

https://youtu.be/jAu-nYMwwrE?t=167
https://youtu.be/jAu-nYMwwrE?t=167


Day 3 – Cut up Sentences

• Provide students with their 
sentence on a strip of paper

•Have students cut apart the 
words (mistakes are 
welcomed and part of 
learning!) – students might 
need alternate scissors 

•Mix up the words and have 
learners place them in the 
correct order.



• https://youtu.be/iNDVNG6D1gw?t=104 
Video Example – Day 3

https://youtu.be/iNDVNG6D1gw?t=104
https://youtu.be/iNDVNG6D1gw?t=104


Day 4 – Be the Sentence
• Adults write each word on 

separate pieces of paper.
• Students display a word.
• Students practice putting 

themselves in order, with each 
student being responsible for one 
word in the sentence.

• Each student has a word and can 
practice saying the word in the 
sentence and listening to the end 
to determine if it makes sense. 



Day 5 – Write the Book

• Re-read the sentences in the chart
• Learners work to illustrate and publish their book
• Illustrations can be drawings, photographs, pictures from 

magazines or the internet
•Be sure to have your students write their name on their page
• Publish the book



Example – Day 5



“I put on…”
Reading and Writing 4 All

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Z0g7LNEdykFqB3DJHNoYXFcgTtCS5U9xqf4KnZ69ess/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/view/emergingreaders/predictable-chart-writing


1. Print out, cut out and laminate the Picture Icons from the 
slides. Use them as choice options for students.

2. Use a Universal Core Board to model Core Vocabulary
3. Use the sentence stem “I put on…” and let the student 

choose a picture (or verbally tell you) what clothes they put 
on. 

4. Write their sentence using words (no pictures). Read each 
sentence out loud.

Using the Google Slides



“I like…” (foods)
Reading and Writing 4 All

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1b4s_3u08Dq8p6dkeCI3Tjf4W4-UeLO1hdSSyaBXtsdE/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/view/emergingreaders/predictable-chart-writing


“I like…” (animals)
Reading and Writing 4 All

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1b9hFKP63xI6gSNyQz0rahsGraSD-eiPGu--vXwSJIiY/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/view/emergingreaders/predictable-chart-writing


• Use AAC & Paper Core boards as appropriate for each student
• Practice repeating/speaking the sentence stem “I like …” when writing
• Acknowledge each student's contribution (write their name or add their 

picture)
• Use Core & existing symbols on AAC devices
• Have individual symbols on choice boards (student pictures, etc)
• Add tactual symbols for Core, feelings, verbs when needed (can also act 

out)
• Use auditory partner-assisted scanning (students don’t need to use their 

vision to access activities)
• All students MUST have a way to communicate in ALL lessons

Teacher Reminders



To learn more….

• Check out these slides from Reading & Writing 4 
All 

• Reading & Writing for Students with Moderate to 
Severe Disabilities: https://bit.ly/ReadWriteMSD 

• Low Incidence Reading and Writing 2: 
http://bit.ly/NKCESReadWriteLI2 

• Project Core's Predictable Chart Writing module
• Jane Farrall: Predictable Chart Writing with Adults
• Center for Literacy and Disability Studies: 

Predictable Chart Writing
• Predictable Chart Writing Weebly

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12KExLQyqsqkoH5r_KQfUlowXipSj-E9VWA6rb9UfLP0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FReadWriteMSD&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw0caeJ8Yf6MZCXgJzqleTpe
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FNKCESReadWriteLI2&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw3RpR42QxLmANz5b7eItpMH
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.project-core.com%2Fpredictable-chart-writing-module%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1jrJ85dBG6OlX4za0ebb53
https://www.comprehensiveliteracy.com/uploads/3/4/2/5/34251087/predictable_chart_writing.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/http:/predictablechartwriting.weebly.com/uploads/2/4/6/6/24669270/predchartwriting.pdf
http://predictablechartwriting.weebly.com/
http://www.project-core.com/predictable-chart-writing-module/


Predictable Chart Writing Self Reflection 
and Observation

http://www.project-core.com/instructional-planning-and-reflection/
http://www.project-core.com/instructional-planning-and-reflection/


Integration of AAC & Writing

https://sites.google.com/ssdmo.org/integration-of-aac-writing/home


Handout from Mary Louise Bertram

https://padlet.com/info23441/emergent-literacy-resources-t7u7znk177zp4icr/wish/2476671766


AAC and Predictable Chart Writing

https://praacticalaac.org/praactical/aactual-therapy-aac-predictable-chart-writing/


Independent Writing



No Prerequisites

•Students will need a writing tool
•Students will need a writing surface



• Explorations
• Experiments
• Inventions
• All of the writing behaviors and understanding of learners 

before they develop into conventional writing

Emergent Writing



Alternate Pencil Templates from UNC 
Chapel Hill

Alphabet Eye Gaze Frames

Print Flip Charts

Braille Alphabet Flip Chart

https://www.med.unc.edu/healthsciences/clds/alternative-pencils/
https://www.med.unc.edu/healthsciences/clds/alternative-pencils/


Writing Setup
Before
1. Set the purpose – topic should be MOTIVATING
2. Select the tool (pencil or alternate pencil)
During
1. Let the student’s write (listen, provide informative feedback, encourage 

them to write more, do not correct)
2. What will student write with and write on? 
3. Will the student need a communication partner to transcribe selections
After
1. Mini-lesson with feedback

Ask student what they wrote about (attribute meaning, counting all the letters, counting all of one 
letter, finding something in the room that begins with a certain letter, borrowing a letter to create 
a word)



The Developmental Writing Scale

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/alliedhealth.ceconnection.com/files/TheDevelopmentalWritingScaleANewProgressMonitoringToolforBeginningWriters-1358803694597.pdf


Writing Scale Continued



Project Core Modules

http://www.project-core.com/independent-writing-module/


Spelling Board with Picture Support

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10eODHAMv7tZiDVpQYMD6MEbVCE7MRxMI/view


Vertical Alternate Pencil

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q5JIFernK7bNK1zshTdXrgKlcjW2Y3dt/view


• Co-Writer: Options for Letters Only, will read aloud) https://cowriter.com/
• Build in Accessibility TTS for Writing
• SuperKeys: https://www.cricksoft.com/us/superkeys
• TalkSuite App: https://talk-suite.com/ 
• Clicker Sentences: https://www.spectronics.com.au/article/clicker-sentences 
• Keedogo by Assistive Ware: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/keedogo-

plus/id918496636  
• Keeble by Assistive Ware: https://www.assistiveware.com/products/keeble 
•  Alternative Pencil For Auditory Plus Visual Scanning by Linda J Burkhart :  

https://lindaburkhart.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/alternative-pencil-
auditory-plus-visual-scan-Burkhart-lower-case-D.pdf  

Alternate Pencils Resources

https://cowriter.com/
https://www.cricksoft.com/us/superkeys
https://talk-suite.com/
https://www.spectronics.com.au/article/clicker-sentences
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/keedogo-plus/id918496636
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/keedogo-plus/id918496636
https://www.assistiveware.com/products/keeble
https://lindaburkhart.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/alternative-pencil-auditory-plus-visual-scan-Burkhart-lower-case-D.pdf
https://lindaburkhart.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/alternative-pencil-auditory-plus-visual-scan-Burkhart-lower-case-D.pdf


• A Stepping-Up Technology Implementation Grant Directed by the Center for Literacy and Disability 
Studies

• ABOUT
• QUICK START GUIDE
• TEACHING SUPPORTS AND IMPLEMENTATION
• PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
• UNIVERSAL CORE
• COMMUNICATION APPS AND SGDS
• SCHOOL GUIDANCE
• RESEARCH
• SUCCESS STORIES
• FAQS

Project Core

http://www.project-core.com/about-project-core/
http://www.project-core.com/quick-start-guide/
http://www.project-core.com/implementation-resources/
http://www.project-core.com/professional-development-modules/
http://www.project-core.com/communication-systems/
http://www.project-core.com/app-and-sgd-product-keys/
http://www.project-core.com/school-guidance-2/
http://www.project-core.com/research-and-publications/
http://www.project-core.com/success-stories/
http://www.project-core.com/frequently-asked-questions-faqs/


Tips for Supporting Student Writers

Do 
• Give encouragement (e.g., Go 

ahead and write! OR Keep writing! 
OR You are doing a good job!)

• Remind students to think of ideas 
& words in their head & try to spell 
them

Don’t Suggest
• Writing topic ideas (e.g., You could 

write about what you did on the 
weekend

• Text types (e.g., Write a story.)

• Words or ideas they can use

• Word Spelling

@Sturm, McCarty, Staskowski – used with permission



Is it writing?



Spelling



•Students who had a spelling focus on 
instruction saw improvements in word 
reading and spelling
•Students who had a reading focus on 
instruction saw improvements in word 
reading

• 2023 Sturm, McCarthy, Staskowski – Building a toolbox for Literacy Instruction

Research on 2nd graders



Hear It, Say IT, Spell It 
Gentry & Ouellette, 2019)

Shared with permission



The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs and activities and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General 
Counsel, Office of General Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.

Contact Information

Cary Rogers
Education Program Consultant
Special Education and Title 
Services
(785) 296-0916
cary.rogers@ksde.gov 

mailto:cary.rogers@ksde.gov
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