KANSAS STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

FACT SHE

McKinney-Vento Homeless Children & Youth
TITLE I, PART A HOMELESS SET ASIDE USE OF FUNDS

Guidance

The following question and answer appear in the
Title | ARRA guidance document located at
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/07/titlei-reform.pdf

This information should be helpful to districts in

determining how they will spend their Title I-A homeless

set asides.

G-11. May Title |, Part AARRA funds to be used to
provide services to homeless students?

Yes. Serving homeless students is an integral part
of Title |, Part A. Homeless students who attend any
school served by an LEA, regardless of whether the
school receives Title | funds, are eligible for Title |
services. (ESEA section 1115(b)(2(E)). Specifically, an
LEA must reserve such funds as are necessary to
provide services to homeless students who attend
non-Title | schools that are comparable to those
provided to students in Title | schools. These
services may include providing educationally
related support services to homeless children in
shelters and other locations where they may live.
(ESEA section 1113(c)(3)(A)). To the extent that
services to students in Title Schools increase due to
the large increase in Title |, Part A ARRA funds, the
obligation to provide comparable services to
homeless students in non-Title | schools would
increase accordingly.

Title I, Part A ARRA funds may provide a wide variety of
services to homeless students. In addition to
providing services to assist homeless students in
meeting the State’s challenging academic
achievement standards, Title |, Part A ARRA funds

may be used to provide services that may not
ordinarily be provided to other Title | students.
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For example, to help homeless students affected
take advantage of educational opportunities, an
LEA may use Title |, Part A ARRA funds to provide,
where appropriate, items or services including, but
not limited to:

e Clothing that is necessary to meet a school's
dress or uniform requirement.

e Clothing and shoes necessary to participate in
physical education classes.

e Student fees that are necessary to participate in
the general education program including
textbooks.

e Personal school supplies such as backpacks
and notebooks

e Birth certificates necessary to enroll in school.

e Immunizations

¢ Medical and dental services

e Eyeglasses and hearing aids

e Counseling services to address anxiety related
to homelessness that is impeding learning.

e Outreach services to students living in shelters,
motels, and other temporary residences.

e Extended learning time (before and after
school, Saturday classes, summer school) to
compensate for lack of quiet time for
homework in shelters or other overcrowded
living conditions.

e Tutoring services, especially in shelters or other
locations where homeless students live.

e Parental involvement specifically oriented to
reaching out to parents of homeless students.

e Fees for AP and IB testing

e Fees for SAT/ACT testing

e GED testing for school-age students

Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.
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Several principles govern the use of Title |, Part A ARRA
Funds to provide such services to homeless students.
First, the services must be reasonable and necessary
to assist homeless students to take advantage of
educational opportunities. (ESEA section 1113()(3)(A));
OMB Circular A-87, Attachment A, C.1.a) Second, Title |,
Part A ARRA funds must be used as a last resort when
funds or services are not reasonably available from
other public or private sources, such as the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s free- and reduced-price
school lunch program, public health clinics, or local
discretionary funds (sometimes provided by the PTA)
used to provide similar services for economically
disadvantaged students generally. (ESEA section
1115(e)(2)).

Title I, Part A ARRA funds also may be used to support
a homeless liaison. The McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act (McKinney-Vento) requires each LEA in
a State that receives McKinney-Vento funds to
designate an appropriate staff person, who may also
be a coordinator for other Federal programs, as a
liaison for homeless children. (MVHAA section
722(g)(1)()ii). Because the statute specifically
authorizes that another federally funded coordinator
may perform these duties, an individual paid, in whole
or in part, with Title |, Part A funds, including Title I,
Part A ARRA funs, may also serve as a homeless
liaison.

For more information, contact:

Maureen Ruhlman
Education Program Consultant ﬂ
(785) 296-1101

maureen.ruhiman@ksde.gov “ ’,

Kansans
CAN

Transportation

Title I, Part A Homeless set asides may be used to
transport homeless students to and from school.

Coordinating Transportation
between Districts

If the student is living outside the school of origin’s
LEA, the LEA where the student is living and the school
of origin’s LEA must determine how to divide the
responsibility and cost of providing transportation, or
they must share the responsibility and cost equally.

Helpful websites

o KSDE Homeless Website
https://www.ksde.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=565

e NCHE National Center for Homeless Education
https://nche.ed.gov/

e National Association for the Education of
Homeless Students and Youth
https://www.naehcy.org/

Kansas State Department of Education
900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212

(785) 296-32071
www.ksde.gov
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